
 

 
Hares, Hounds and Blues 

A history of the University Cross-Country Race, 1880-2008 
 

by Simon Molden 
 
The Oxford and Cambridge Universities’ Cross-
Country Race is one of the oldest inter-club matches 
still in existence and dates back to the origins of 
organised sport in Britain. Hares, Hounds and Blues 
documents the history of this unique contest from its 
very humble and somewhat chaotic beginnings in the 
late-1870s, through the golden eras of the early 
twentieth century and immediately after the Second 
World War, to the current day where the event retains 
a privileged position as one of only 14 Full Blue sports 
at the universities. 
 
It is far more than just a race between two university 
clubs; over its 125-year history, it has carried with it 
many stories of personal and collective achievement. It 
has acted as a breeding ground for a series world-class 
athletes and a stage for numerous talented university 
men and women to reach their own personal Everest. 
This book tells that story. 
 
The book contains 406 pages, including full results of every Blues’ Race since 1880 and 
summary details of all IInd-Vths races since the first Tortoises-Spartans match in 1937. 
 
Copies are available from Simon Molden and cost as follows: 
 

Hardback £25.00 
Paperback £13.50 
PDF version on CD £5.00 

 
All prices include postage and packing. 
 
If you would like a copy, please send a cheque (payable to Simon Molden) and your address 
to: 
 

Simon Molden 
12, Broomfield Road 
Surbiton 
Surrey 
KT5 9AZ 

 
If you have any queries, please contact Simon at simon@scmolden.co.uk. 
 
 


